REMARKS 

In the Office Action dated January 31, 2006, the Examiner rejected claims 1, 2, 4, 
17, 18,41-45,51-54, 63-77, 85-96, 107, 110, 111, 114, 115, 117-121, 124, 125, 128, 129, 
131, 132, 134, 135 and 140-154. The Examiner also objected to claims 3, 55-62, 78-84, 
108, 109, 112, 113, 116, 122, 123, 126, 127, 130 and 133 as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but indicated that these dependent claims would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Of the rejected claims, claims 2, 63-66, 85-89, 110, 114, 124 and 128 have now 
been canceled by the present amendment. The claims now pending in the case are claims 
1,3,4, 17, 18,41-45,51-62, 67-84, 90-96, 107-109, 111-113, 115-123, 125-127, 129-135 
and 140-154. These pending claims can be broken down into the following seven sets: 

(1) Independent claim 1, and its dependent claims 3, 4, 17, 18, 135 and 140-142. 

(2) Independent claim 51, and its dependent claims 52-62 and 67-73. 

(3) Independent claim 74, and its dependent claims 41-45, 75-84 and 90-96. 

(4) Independent claim 107, and its dependent claims 108, 109, 111-113 and 143- 
145. 

(5) Independent claim 115, and its dependent claims 1 16-120 and 146-148. 

(6) Independent claim 121, and its dependent claims 122, 123, 125-127 and 149- 
151. 

(7) Independent claim 129, and its dependent claims 130-134 and 152-154. 
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Of the twenty-seven dependent claims indicated by the Examiner as being 
allowable if rewritten in independent form, claim 3 is included in set (1); Claims 55-62 in 
set (2); claims 78-84 in set (3); claims 108, 109, 1 12 and 1 13 in set (4); claim 1 16 in set 
(5); claims 122, 123, 126 and 127 in set (6); and claims 130 and 133 in set (7). The 
common allowable subject matter of these twenty-seven dependent claims relies upon the 
limitation that the metal matrix material is essentially either aluminum or magnesium. 
Accordingly, by means of the present amendment, Applicants have inserted that 
limitation into each of the seven independent claims 1, 51, 74, 107, 115, 121 and 129. 
Additionally, dependent claims 4, 117 and 131 have each been amended so as to be 
consistent with that limitation. Hence, all of the presently pending claims are now 
believed to be allowable. 

For the foregoing reasons, it is submitted that claims 1, 3, 4, 17, 18, 41-45, 51-62, 
67-84, 90-96, 107-109, 111-113, 115-123, 125-127, 129-135 and 140-154, all of the 
claims remaining in the case, are allowable, and that the application is now in condition 
for allowance. Reconsideration by the Examiner and an early notice of allowance are, 
therefore, respectfully solicited. If a telephone interview will advance the allowance of 
the application, enabling an Examiner's amendment or other meaningful discussion of the 
case, Applicants request the Examiner contact the undersigned at the number below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



April £~ , 2006 




Jerome M. Teplitz 



Registration No. 21,113 
6740 East Bacobi Circle 
Tucson, Arizona 85750 



Telephone: (520) 298-3916 
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